PRELUDE

Naught lefalleth us save that which God hath decreed for us.

I USED to think it was pure chance that sent me into the Colonial Service,
but Chance, we are told, is a nidrfSmc of Providence and looking back
on'events it seems to me that I followed unquesdoningly the beckoning of
the Moving Finger. There was nothing in my ancestry (unless a grandfather
who wandered and died in Africa-years before I was born), in my
education or in my environment to encourage me to travel; rather the
reverse. Yet despite every discouragement and without any realization
that it wa& leading anywhere, my interest lay in books of discovery and
exploration and the nearer East made most appeal. I owe to my father
a fondness for natural history, for his hobby was British butterflies and
moths, and this interest hand in hand with the other absorbed my attention
to the detriment of a classical education and the cult of games.

My first interest in Arabs was aroused by an old missionary book called
f&Qfft ^ *&$ led me, at eleven, to learn to read and write the Hebrew
alphabet out of the upth Psalm and a number of Hebrew and Arabic words
from the glossary of a book ,on the Holy Land. Three exploits of which
:he records survive gave the same thrill as exploration on a larger scale.
They were the crossing of a large and uncrossed bog to find what pkflto
md animals were there, the finding of a rare fish in an unrecorded locality
md during the war the discovery on a night patrol of an unmapped ditch
n No Man's Land.

After I had been wounded and was a temporary home Civil Servant, I
:ook an interest in Reconstruction and the Empire. One day early in
[9191 went into the smoking-room of my club after lunch and looked on
he table to find something to read before goifeg back to work. I picked
ip a discarded pamphlet called "Colonial Appointments/' The tide
;aught my eye because the problem of my future was interesting me,
! read it through and this passage particularly stuck in my mind:

The duties of an Administrative officer are of a very varied character,
In his district he is the immediate agent <jf the Government, and his